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Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope you are all managing to stay safe and well in these challenging times. 
Thank you for your support over the last few weeks – it’s really been appreciated. 

As you can imagine, schools have been provided with a plethora of advice about 
reopening and we have done our best to incorporate all recommendations into 
our plans. 

Sherburn Primary School will reopen to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children on 
Monday 15th June. We appreciate that this is later than we originally anticipated, 
however we are following recommendations made by Durham County Council. 
Childcare will continue to be offered to children of keyworkers. 

As we are delaying the children’s return and as more workplaces are opening up 
we appreciate that some parents may change their minds about sending their 
children into school. Please email the office, if you haven’t already, to let us know 
if your child will be returning. 

It would be helpful if, due to the increased numbers of children in school, you 
could talk to your child about the increased safety measures that will be in place. 

School Start and End Times 

To ensure social distancing, we have staggered the start and end times to the 
school day. We ask parents to adhere to the times so that we can minimise the 
number of adults on the school site at any one time. Please see below for the 
drop off and pick up times for your child’s group. Year 6 will be allowed to walk to 
and from school without a parent, following social distancing rules. If a parent has 
siblings in multiple groups, please drop off and pick up in line with the oldest 
sibling’s times. 
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Group Entrance Start Time Finish Time 

Reception Butterfly Garden 8:45am 2:45pm 

Year 1 Main Entrance 8:55am 3:00pm 

Year 6 Playground Entrance 9:10 am 3:15pm 

Key Workers Main Entrance 8:45am 3:15pm 

School will close at 1pm every Friday for all but keyworkers’ children. This is to 
ensure that teachers get weekly planning and preparation time, a legal 
requirement, without having to introduce another adult into your child’s bubble. 

Arrival and Collection Procedures 

· Your child should be brought and collected by one person only. 

· Children will enter and leave through the allocated entrance. 

· When dropping off/collecting your child, please follow social distancing as 
indicated by the signage and markings and leave the school site as soon as you 
have dropped off/collected your child. 

· Children will line up, two metres apart, at each designated entrance. 

Communication 

Any communication with the school must be by either telephone or email. 
Teachers will be unable to take messages at the gate. We will continue to keep 
you updated via the school website, email and text. 

Groupings 

Once in school, pupils will be taught in groups of up to ten with two allocated 
adults - initially, one of which will be your child’s class teacher. However, this is 
likely to change when more children return. Each group will be based in a 
designated classroom, where they will undertake all activities and will not mix 
with other groups. Staff will make use of outdoor areas for teaching where 
possible. We will do our best to encourage social distancing at all times. 
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Lunches 

The school kitchen will continue to provide school dinners. Lunchtime supervisors 
will collect school lunches and bring these to the classroom for the children to 
eat. Packed lunches will also be eaten in the classroom. Lunchtimes will be 
staggered across the school and after lunch children will play outside within 
demarcated zones. Play equipment will allocated to each group. 

Infection Protection and Control 

· Any child showing symptoms of covid-19, or living with someone who is 
displaying symptoms of the virus, must stay off school for 14 days – please can 
you inform school if this is the case. 

· Extra soap and hand sanitiser have been ordered in preparation for the re-
opening of the school. Children will wash their hands, in accordance with 
government guidance, on entry into school. This routine will be repeated when 
the children return from morning afternoon break before they eat their lunch and 
on return to the classroom after their lunch break. 

· The Government protocol of ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ will be followed rigorously 
and hands washed after any coughs and sneezes. 

· Frequently touched surfaces around the school, e.g. door handles, taps, desks 
will be cleaned frequently throughout the day. 

· PPE equipment will be available for staff use in certain circumstances e.g. 
administering first aid or caring for a child who develops virus symptoms. 

· If a child does present with symptoms of Covid-19, they will be isolated and 
parents will be contacted to come and collect them immediately. Testing is now 
available to children who display symptoms. 

· Internal and external doors will be kept open where possible to ensure 
maximum ventilation. 

· Your child will need to wash their hands upon returning home from school. 
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Minimising Physical Contact 

• Classrooms will be remodelled to adhere, where possible, to social distancing 
guidelines. 

• Markings will be placed around the school to assist with social distancing at 
pinch points. 

• One-way systems will be in place for movement around the school. 

• Each group will be timetabled to ensure minimal movement. 

Curriculum 

Children returning to school will follow an age-appropriate curriculum. Staff will 
make sure effective use is made of the outdoor environment to enhance 
children’s learning and mental wellbeing. Your child will not need a school bag, PE 
kit, books or stationery. 

What your child will need to bring: 

· named water bottle (which will be sent home each night for cleaning); 

· coat; 

· sunscreen and a sun hat; 

· a packed lunch – if they are not having a school dinner. 

Please do not send anything else into school with your child. 

Administration of Medicines 

If your child requires any form of medication (other than those on medical plans 
with inhalers/epi-pens already in school) please contact the school office to 
arrange hand over of medicines and to complete the documentation. 

Home Learning 

Staff will continue to provide meaningful and manageable tasks to support 
children’s learning at home. 
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Although the environment will look very different when the children return to 
school on Monday 15th June our staff remains the same warm, caring, friendly 
bunch! They are looking forward to welcoming the children back and will do their 
utmost to make sure your child feels as safe and happy as they can under the 
current circumstances. 

As always, we will keep you informed if anything changes. 

For now, stay safe, 

Yours sincerely 

S Cornforth      Bill Kellett 

Headteacher     Chair of Governors 
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